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ADVANCE RELEASE: 
For Monday Afternoon Papers, 
May 28; 1945 

Radio Release: 7 A:. M., EWT, Monday, May 28 
America's convention-protected but unarmed hospital ship fleet, wh~cb has. 

brought nea rly 6o,ooo · sick and wounded service men back to the United States and 
carried other thousands of wounded to ports of safety oyerseas, will be increased 
approximately 50 per cent in capacity by mid-summer, the Office of War :i:i1formation 
said -today in a report on the Army and Navy program to return the wounded home by 
sea. 

Data. for the report came from the Trar..s:portation Corps and the Office of the Surg.'3on General, U. S. Army; the :Bureau of Kedicine and Surgery, U. S . . Navy; and thf; .D,rnerican Red. Crose. In addition, an ov;r representative visited the Charleston · Par~ of Embarkation, Charleston, S.C., home port of all Army hospital ships opE: :r"P..ting in the Atlent~c 1 boarded a number of hospital ships en route to port, and intervie"ed pa~ients and Army medica l and transport officials, for information vital to the :program.· · · ·' 
(A previous OWI report NB-3059, released March 9, 1945, described the program for returning the wounded by air.) 
The OWI r eport discusses life apoard the hospital ships, the deve lopment of the hospital ship program, and the medica l services available on board these ships and the tyoop transports, 1-rhich are being used extensively to bring back large numbers of the s ick and wounded. 
Now that Germany has surrendered, the Atlantic fleet (20 ships) vrill be emplqyed in returning the t r ansportable wourned from Europe, as rapi dly as possible. The Army expecte to brillg home within three months all those who by that time will be al::le to travel. He :::·etofore, several of the hospital ships moved the v:ounded from ports near battle zones to Engl and. 
ilfter the r :: tu:r-.. 1 of the wounderl from Europe, many of the Army 's . hospital ships will t -G diverted. t(J -:-.~Ol Pa cific thcP. t:-.·es. The r SAE:S I;OGWOOD is a lready on her ,.,ay to 1.~ ' 3 ?s.c:l.fic; u~e :r:;r~:;ii3 ST. OLii.F S'):>;:l will f oll.ow, and in June the USARS ST. MI:'~: :C.I..:- the USAHS CliATB?.(J THIERRY and the USARS S"l'AFFOID are scheduled to move to thd i:acific. 

As a result of V-E Day, only the . USAJ.!S crrr-1 ttnd. the USAHS HINDS are still in .nuttle · service, opera ting from Euro:DN•:.-, IKH"':F; to :Sngland. Eventually, it is expec t!';d , all the Army hos:pi tal ships wi J..l c-.,.:•;::'::..!.i .r? in t he Pacific, some bringing the v:ou.nded home to West Co9.st ports and other::, carrying the wounded from forward areas to rear base hOBJ?itals. · 
(over) x-41872 
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Today 33 Americ hcispi tal ships, painted white · t marked wi t.h the Red 
Grd·ss emblem, are pl.> _!:tg the ocean lanes of the world .~ransporting the wotiriiled. 
They have a total bed- capacity of approximately 20,000 patients. But by mid
summer 'the fleet will be inc~eased !".tci 4o ·:Iiospital ships with a capacity of approx
imately 30,500 patients. The n~w. sh~s-.7i!lclud~ng . ~ive already commissioned 
this spring--are both larger imd · f~~?tef . th,ar, .. most:.:,o~ · those ... already in .operation 
and conseg_uE:mtly -t~ill be ~able '-to br'ing ~ini~ ,}ioWldei~ .- honie, especiallY. from Europe, 
at a greatly accelerated rate. ' . . . ' , .,' ' ' 

·_: . . . , ·'' 

· T.he hospital fleet as of May 15 consisted of three GIB type NaVy ships 
operating for the Army in the Pacific, eight Navy ships in the Pacif~c, two Army 
ships in the Pacific, and 20 Army ships operating in the Atlantic. -~our mor:e ne1v 
ships 1·1ill be operated by the Army and three by the · Navy iri tlhe P~ci~ic. · 

Navy hospital ships operating from the West Coast will be based at seve~al 
ports--princip?-lly San Francisco and Los AI?-geles. _The Army b~ses its Atlantic 
fleet at one port--Charleston--and its Pacific fleet, which includes three Navy 
ships opera ted for the Army, at Los AngeleE! • . . So far only_ :twp Nayy. ships, the 
RELIEF and the SOLACE, hav·e· returned· to West Coast ports ·with patients after 
service in the Pacific. 

USE OF HOSPITAL SHIJ:S 

The · .t-'\Tmy uses hospital ships p:dniarily for ·evacuation of wounded, although 
for limited periods they _ may become. emergency hospitals~ An example of 

: this occurred at the time of the invasion of Southern France when 12 Army 
hospital shi!JS lay near by. Wounded soldiers -were taken, .from the beaches ahd 
treated onboard ship. Army hospital ships also have operated off beachheads 
at Anzio, Salerno and Sicily. 

Transports in hospital service are almost . exclusiv~ly used ~or evacuation 
of -woiDJ.ded. · ·. 

_The Navy not only uses ships to transport tne ~o~ded, but also assigns 
hospita l ships to the. fleets. Patients may ·be mov~d tQ this ship from other 
ships of t.he f leet and ~re generally kept on boarct ' the hospi tal ship throughol:l.t 

• f t~_eir co~vB.lesce~ce unti_l -·they· ·_are· able to return·:.t :O duty. · 

Many of the new hospital shins vlill be used i n shu,ttle s ervice .. 
.lie at anchor off' an island duri~g· ' a.n engageme'ut, as. at Iwo Jima and 

· and when cas ·~1.a lties have been accumulated, · will debark for a port of 
where hospital fac ilities are available on l~nd. 

They will 
Oki·na:w~:t ; · 
safet1r 

' · " 

America's hospital fleet ·consisted of only tviO ships, the RELIEF and the· 
SOLACE, , at the time of the J a:panese attack on' Pearl Barbor, and only one of· 
these, the RELIEF, which ,,;as 20 years old at the time, had been built as a 
hospital ship. All the Army hospital ships, six Navy nospital ships and the 
three NaV1J ships operating for the. Army, have been added in the last year and 
a ha:lf. 

Hospital ships are not uniform in size, ~peed or design, and onlY 
• ! \ ,-

one was built originally as a hospital ship. Co:qve r ted luxury. 
liners; .. troop _ships, ·Li berty ships and German and Italian liners --two of which 
ser.ved against this country 'in the last war--make up the fleet of "mercy" ships. 
Those already in service have been converted at a cost averaging about 
$4,ooo,ooo to provide for every possible comfort and medical service for 
-wounded military personnel. · 

Some of the later ~dditions to the f leet, though larger, -will cost less for 
conversion. This because they_ were passenger liners,requiring less .overhaul, etc. 
S~veral had passed only .· early stages of construction when their hulls were 

· acquired by the Army and Navy . They, therefore, '<lill actually begin t heir -war 
service a s hospital ships with conveniences and medical facilities as modern and 
complete a s money end s cience can provide . (more) . x - 4 l 8?? 
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·Each of -six new Navy hospital -ships, cqnm:tssioned or to be connnissioned in · 
1945, and built on United States Mart"ime Connnission C-4 hulls, is about tuice 
the size of an av~rage city hoep:Ltal, ..and -cap.able of caring for 800 patients, 
They are the f~rst li,ospit!=l-1 ships in. ,the· world. to be completely. air-conditioned~ . I • • • ~ ' 

These ships, to be known as the "Haven" class, are the TRANQUILITY, which was commissioned Apr_il ~4; the HAVEN, May 5; BENEVOLENCE, May ·12; CONSOLATION1 May 22; REPOSE~· to be commi13sioned in late May,; ·and SANCTUARY, scheduled to be coil1.m.issicmed· June 18; · 

. Each has built-in surgical·· aspirators, standard. shore hospital lighting 
facilities in the operating rooms, and the equipment is uqual to _.that in the finest metropolitan hospital. 

.Every berth i s equipped with a radio receiving set, and in addition there 
are 50 pillows with built-in radio loudspeakers for the benefit of patients unable to w·ear earphones . Programs may be selected from two record systems and two broadcast circuits. 

Special decking, the equivalent of that found on the finest luxury liners 
at the beginning of the war, is fire-proof and vermin-proof. 

Air-conditioning of thes.e ships, which ·will ply -tropical· and semi-tropical 
waters much of the time , is expected by the Navy's Bureau of Medicine and SUrgery to reduce the incidence of fungi intections in patients. Prickly heat is another of tpe a,nnoyancea of the tropic areas that air-condition.ing will help to lfi.inimize. · Air-conditioning, therefore, is not merely for the. comfort of the patient, but 
becomes a medical aid in speeding his convalescence, according to Navy doctors. 
The health and morale of personnel benefited by a mechanical cooling system, the 
efficiency of the system in providing designed co~itions and economy of operation may be factors leading to its use later in oth'?r types of ships, Navy doctors.. 
belieye. 

"In combat ships," reports the Bureau of Medic ine and ~urgery, "it i13 
obvious that the military efficiency of medic~l personnel is of pC!,r~ount . 
importance, and the bureau considers that future design of combat shtps will use 
air-cooling to a wider extent." 

.. The forward two-thirds of the new Navy hospital ships are completely clear 
of machinery and equipment and avail able for hospital spaces. Clinical 
facilities are situated low in the ship with wards on and above the main deck. 
Surgical operating facilities are locaied near the metacenter. · 

These ships, built on the C-4 hull, are about 520 f,eet in length and have 
a clispl aqement of 15,000 tons . Their speed is about 17.:5 . kpots . and their cruis ipg 
radius 12,000 miles. " · ·: 

There are no cargo ports for embarking and debarkingpatients, but these will be moved on and off the ·· ships by the uee· of l adders 40 feet wide from the 
main deck and by means of booms and hoists. Litters may be taken aboard by 
single, double or multipl e litter hoists from small craft by hoisting gear at · 
five stations on the port side and five stations 9n the starboard side. 

Special attention has been given to the operating rooms, the neuropsychiatric department) store rooms, food services and recreation facilities . 

(over) X-41872 
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' The oper a ting roo· a nd anesthesia rooms are be ing ovided with, protection 
agai ns t the hazards of .... JCplosion fromf!o~ysthe:i;.ic gasce~ . . ? :nd ~tfi~r <;:a~se~. 

·.. .. _·,_:· .. ·: .-. : ~: . ' . - ~ .. . .· ,; ~-·~ { , ,~~~ ; ~.;~ .. ::. . ~:-.: ~~- . _.._ ,,,· . . 
T.he t=Jhips ·hg-Vt3 ·EI'l?qut?&5 ;odo Cl,lbic ·.±'&E:rt, :~:;:r ~,p~c~~ _f'pr .. s:to±•a_ge of medica l su-p- : ·. 

pli.e-s,·· s·o. .tha t .. ttems.; :n,ee-t}.ed"a t ad'f'~nc:~dAr~a, 'tiiiy ~-q-~· ~~s,tied fr()tn _the ·ships·' s-tock. • • • • • • - ' •• • • • .... · - '"" • .. • • • .. • • ¥' • • • • .... 

. Tlie· · ma:r:n··deck lobbi·es; ··r pre, :l:lnd ~{lfi_;:;,_,,,a_r_~· to' be,. fit:t~.P. ¥:i:th .. chair.s and tables as lounges~, ·,··Th~ vTide ;: · ·op~n· P:r'id·g-e:. :d~ck wi-1.1 be- ·~ya.fla~1e' ::_r:or.· .mqvies, shqws; de ck. .· . . • ,. • . • ' ' .. • . ' l -· . .. .••. ' • •. • . . • . sports and "~:fun~ : bathing~ · · :·.· ,;·: : ·, ··. ·.· . ..- . ·. .. :.:. , ·' .. : .; . . . . . ' ' ' ' ' • - , - .,.. , "' , ' : . ::, •: ' ' ' 
1

• ., • • ,_ -,I>, ,' j, : : • ' ,, , ~· • t , , , • 

'1\-ro. of the six new Army hos pital ships scheduled for comm~-~si~~f-ng this ·spring 
ha ve nl~eady ·gone· into-serv~c·e and·-,have .complete¢ ·tb.eir ma.iden :t;r-_ips. The y are tlie 
AlEDA E .- LL'TZ; ·:named fct•~ an -Armlf Air -..'Forces f:Ught. nurse, -who. was · killed when her 
pla ne wa s . ~hot ·d.own; o;v,er. France by· the Nazis iast faiJ.., ·a:hd ·the :ER_J'JESTINE KORANDA, which a lso W?S . named . for an Army nurse . · . . ·: . . ' . : .. ~ . - ... : . ..:-: ; . ·; . . . . . . . . . . . 

•· >i'h~ ·,turz,·. ior~rly·i vh,e ~ench liner 9ol,omb.ie~ ~o&·, a · capacity of 778 beds. She 
s a iled April . 18"·from: NeW. · York~ . where: she · _wa·s converted· • . The· KORANDA pre ceded her, sailing on April 13. . . . . · 

The other~·four Ar :my ships will be the FRANCES Y. SLANGER, mimed for the first 
Army nurse killed in the· European theatre; the REPUBLIC, the HOWARD A~ . McCT.JRDY and 
the ARMIN W. I.EUSCHNER. 

The S'LANG-ER; scheduled~ ·to be conrmissioned .June 19, . w3s formerly the Saturnia, 
ItcJ.lt-aTI lmcur·y li-ner. She . will be: the largest and, ·rastest hospl tal ship in the 

· Ail:ted~· s€rvice, ·and will 'b'e able to . bring home appr.oximately 1, 700 pntien.ts per 
tripj· ·I)aarly· twice a s ·many a s the large f':!.t of the ;S.hips now· a float c.a n tra nsport. 
HElr · pati~nt·:. ca'Pacit:y •is equal to that . of,, thre~ · · large Washington hosp~tals combined. 
S~~ has -a,:-'cr u·isi:bg' ·speed ' of· 19~3 .kl')ots, in comparison to the :.l7 ;5 knots· of the 

..-~Aca·d'b'; · · n·o~ -t-he-: f ast8-'st of the F,Army ships, a n.d. the Tranquility, fast~st· N~vy · . ·. · hospital shi'p·~ ',,. . . '' : ' . ' . ' . . . . 

The REPUBLIC, w~ich will r emain the Republic, is undergoing ·conversion in 
Mobile. :. She _ya·s forme:rly a German liner~ l a ter a troop ship, end w;i.ll·. caJ?ry 1,155 
pat;i.ents. ·.' July J..o is' the e p"_proxitthte" :commi ssioning date . . . 

' ' ' ' '_.: .[ : f , ~ _. ' • • I ' o ' I 

i.'• ': 
No date has been s et for the commissioning of .the;. HOWARD A:. McCUR:P):-'·: fqrm~rly 

the Pres.ide.nt .TY.ler, ,whiGh, is now m tdergoing conversion. at .Boston, a nd the ARMIN vl. rnusc~;a,; .. ):q~p!ei+~ }~~ Wiilar ·;r A • . Holbrook, which :• is. be ing· 'conve;rted a~ Mobile. 
Both a;re .na.m.eQ.· ,f'_or.. .Ai:.ItlY .s_t?"geons. · Tlie ·McCurdy will trnnsport ·618:t!_Patients, while • ._l .J • • I l • : I • I ' . • . ~ .. ~ ·1• • . the LEUSCHNER wi 11 t-r:a J1S p·ort 883 • . ·. · · · : ' . : :· ' · . . :. . 

' • I ' ' 

SHJJ> .NOW .:rn .HQq:PtTJ1L SERYIPE . . 
• ' ' ' "' • ' , · ~ • • j .. • 1 

I , -1 ~ , .1 ~ ~ , • • . ~ 7 • 

i.. : : -r • • • ' • • •• -~. • .•• i > ·~ ~ :·,' - ·, • : ... A • 'l':RANS'l>ORTS ~- .. . -.. '· '.: "'•: 

The NeYY.l:lS.C¥_s , t~e.e~ e yGcua tiQn transport ships in moving the wounded in the 
Pacific -•. . Tl'iEf;Y _. be~r. l ·t~-~ ,·n.a-mes of _ tvTo former Surgeons General.·?f the .- Na vy-..:RIXEY 
and TRYON-. .,.1:/-pd .Qf.· t:P.e . .Navy's first hos1)ita l · ship commander-, · PINKNEY'~ 'These ships 
t r ansport ~oop~1. -~5> _the, ·f1gl1ting fronts a nd move patie n:ts a i_r_ay from ·_ them. Sma ll 
l anding c,ra.f:t ; ~-;:e., , g~-q~rallY: p.sed for .mo'Ving between: th<7~ ship .. and the··,beaches. · 

.·,. l . ~ 
' ·, { .· .· . . 

. .. (more ) . 
I . . •• .\ 

X-41872 



ADVANCE R E L E. . E _o:;_ 
/ l\lB-3198 

• ,o;•, . . . ; 
. ' 

In nine monthf;h;)ihe ·TRYO.r-J, typic~,l of .. :the three, carried more than 
10,000 patients a'i·Jay from battle areas in the Pacific. The evacuations 1-1ere 
mostly to Australi~. · .. . . 

The Navy, like _the Army-., u~es regular troop· ships to a groT.1:lng extent in the 
transportation of tpe ·."Vlounded:. The movement of t::fansports, of necessity, is highly 
secret, and both tbe ·.Army and the Na~ ~ . for reasons·. of military security, guard 
information relative to thai~ return home with quotes of casualties. 

Unlike the hos:pital .. -S.hi ps, ~?~;LGh ~r19 -bril-l-iantly lighted. at night and-~re 
clearly marked vli th red crosses and e. broad band ' bf . green, the transports are 
open prey •. Ne~erthE3le~~' alth01.igh thf;J ac~l;l~l !l.uro'f.)er, , ~v~9u~~<:.d .!::~~'19t .J),tL . . .· . . 
disciosed~· : trans:po:r:ts'have brought home fi:l.r ' :wore 'v7o1ilided: -~. ana IJ~v;{ 'p~r,sonnel 
thari have hos;pital' ': shiPf3~ ~ In· i944_, ~h~ Arroi .:_ret~ne~~ 3?!:bc9·~ pa~·~en~~- - "!i?-. tfiis __ 
cotmtry by_)J.Os:pital ~hip • . On the ba~is of ·· figur~s -~~leased_. ~9..(9~P:,~ ::.tt.e~s~_q:C~E! 
are assumed to have brought home most of the· remaining 97 ;ooo. ~s1ck·;a4d ;-;ou~::dsd .. 
Army :personnel who came by sea, in addition to number~§ of patieht~ ·- of tile ' Navy 
and Marines. 

"'· ~ .. ; ' ,. 

Although transports, which · are {lrtned, are subject to .attack, ··no :.pat::en t ... 
has been lost en route home as a result of eneoy action. 

B. 
. . 

Tltree Navy ho~:pital · ships, which have ·'been ·ataf:fed ·"1ith · Ar.{ny med;tc~l 
in the Pacific~ They are the EOPE, · persori..-.1.el, . are operating for the Amy 

COMFORT and MERCY. 
. - '· .- . 

The COMFORT; · only American hospi.tal ship to suffer less of' life .and 'damage 
as a result of. de1iber~te enemy attack,- ~o~as: tra:1aporting wo~.mded service n:e!i 
from Olcina't·la 't~_hel} l;lhe v1as hit by a Japanese· suicide plane . .at night, Apr i l 28, 
19~5. T'ttenty,-n.ine -persons wer.e killed, 33 injured.; one :is missi ng. · The ship, 
steaming southv~ard .about 50 l!P.·les from cOk:ina:wa, v!as fully :light·ed iri accorda nce 
with terms of .the conventiems. She was able to make :port under her m~rt power~ ·' 

~he COI~ORT has been home once. Last December she docked at Los Angeles , 
six months after sne' had' l~I'it ' the harbor· for he~ first toUr 1of 'duty i':::-~ t be . 
Pac'ific. ·She brought ' 700 inen home. In' the. :lnterva'I ' s.he h.id' s a:ii'ed. 3}, coo·... . 

. ' . . . . .·d . . " . . . . 

miles~ evacHating: :patients-from fo!'ward areas tb :poi nts • far f,rom comh13.·t • . 9he 
wasatLeyte t't-~d- ·days after • the initialas.sa_ti.l:t: • . -.; · ·· · : · · .·· 

• • •• ' ' • > ·- • .. -- • ' : • \ • ~ . •• : ',, : ._ -! . _·. -· 

The MERCY' 'Was •· the f i rst h'os:pi.tal ship at ~~y_te ;. As : sh~ . 'af,p~9acP:~K' ~h~h'qi·k5e . ,; .. .~ ,. .-. . .· ' . . . . ' '. . . ' . .. . . . ' . , . 
on this, hei' ~ first mi ssion, there· "'as an air:..raid ' alert~ . ·· Botn~~ 9-rp~~ea.~ ·a~C!:--.· · ·· 
anti-aircraft guns were spitting at the skies as medical ' crews ' ru61te<i :pa'i :lents ' 
aboard. Nevertheless, within a few hours, more than 400 p~;J. ti.ents )Ye,;t:e, . ;-.~caiy-ed 
on deck.o ·:·: ·_ ; .:. :<·· . . > · .. ·· L ;· - ·- , . l: _'~ ,' ~~·:··:·';; . \;:~· .. ~:.;_":: : ( ·; · .. !:.~·:·[·,~ ; ';;_- ~ · · · 

: ~ : • ' ' : : .:. '; ;_ . ! . • 

. . . . . . ~ ' . l ~ . - '_ .. - • . -~ . - • . , . • - .- . . ' : . : , - ;· •. , ·' ' ~ i ~ ·, .. ; . . : ; ~ -~ .' ~ : : . 

The HOPE:;. 1~hich 
chiefly inthe.SGuth 
Guinea • . 

NAVY HOSPITAL SHIPS 

sailed from the"West c6~s1; e.lt:i:-ly ·lafilt·_.ra:t}.;l:iaa : .. op~:-!'a ted 
Pacific, evactii:d~iug ·· patietits frotfi·forward' ~reas.:. t-9 New ·.; 

. . ' . :"": . . . ' .. . ,; , . . : .:-. ~ . . . . .. -

The Navy ships already in operation, besides ~he <RE:tiEF :: ~md th~ ):~oL".cE; . · .· 
include . the BOUNTIFUL, formerly the Henderson; the SAlli{I.RITAl\T:; forme~ly t h(.troop 
E!hi:p Chaumont, and the REFUGE, formerly the Kenmore, and prior '· to ~hat . t :!le . 
luxury liner £.1adison. All three were commis sioned in liJarch 1944. Three sh:lps 
commissioned i n 1945 hava been put into oper ation in the l est month. · 

( over) x -41872 
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The five Navy ~hip& ~reated or transported e. total 0.1. 30,040 patients from January 194~ through . Decem~er ~944. The record per ·ship f,ollows: 

Name of Ship 1942 1943 1944 Tota:i 

Relief 1,253 .2,320 3,905 7,478 Solace 5,931 4,7~7_ . 4 '751~ . 15,432 Refuge 1:314 1,314 . Samaritan 2,807 2·,807 Bountiful 3,009 3 ,009• 
7,184 7,067 15,789 

-,.--
30,0~0 -

The REFUGE is typical of the three newer ships in that she has at various times been a cargo vessel, luxury liner and troop transport. She was built .24 years ago. ~efore assignment to the Pacific, she creased the Atlantic Qnce last year to bring home wounded from Normandy. She arrived at the· Charleston Pol~ of Embarkation May 24, 1944, with 597 patients aboard. 
The SAMARITAN, which stood off Iwo Jima during the recent campaign, ,.:as treating the wounded in her white warda on D-Day plus one. 
The BOUNTIFUL left the West Coast April 1, last year, but before Ne1-r Year's Day 1945 had cared for 4,320 enlisted men, 220 officers and 3 nurses, had visited Eniwetok, Saipan, Kvrajalein, Tulag:i., Guadalcanal, Guam, Pavuvul, I~nus, Peleliu, Kossall Passage, Leyte and Hollandia. "Fresh" casualtiea ·were picked up at Guam., Saipan and in the Palaus. 

Most illustrious df the Navy hospital ships are .the oldest. 'l'he RELIEF is the first hospi ta 1 ship in the world to .be built 'from. the hull up for medical military purposes, and the SOLACE, which has carried more patients than all oth~.r :r-rav-J hospital ships combined until now, was at Pearl Harbor at tht time of the Japanese attack. The quick work of her medical person~el is credited with saving many lives on that occasion. 

The RELIEF, commissioned 25 years ago, has sailed with the fleet throughout her , "'·rf?er and is equipped as a fleet medical supply depot. Like other rJavy hosp-1 tal ehipe, she carries a complete field hospital of 70 beds in her store rooms. These can be set up on land in the space of a few minutes. During a tria l test, cre-:·rmen required only 30 minutes to get the field hospital out of the hold. Within three and a half hours, patients were treated. Patients admitted to the RELIEF e~e generally not passed on to shore hospitals, but are kept throughout their illness end then returned to their own ships. 

• For 20 years the RELIEF was the only hospital ship required for the United States ~avy. Then, in 1941, in preparation for days ahead, a second one, the SOLACE, was pommissioned. Formerly the coastwise steamer Iroquis, the SOLACE is smaller than the RELIEF, carrying 450 patients, but her greater speed enables her to make three trips in the time the RELIEF can make two, thus making her useful as an evacuation ~s well as a fleet hospital ship. 

The SOLACE was under fire but undamaged at Pearl Harbor and ministered to the wounded while the attack continued. She was later cited by AQffiiral Chester W. 'Nimitz ·'for meritorious achievement and distinguished service during and su"oseq~ent to Japanese air attack on the United States Pacific Fleet". 

-.I 

(more) X-41872 



- , 
A D V A N .. C· E :R E L E A S E ~. . ' - 7 - I NB-3198 

. Patien;t.s sta;rt~d . .co, ng on -board a :few· minutes ai'ter ,neir injurtes · vrere 
· sust;ain~d . . ·Over YO per c.ent were burn cases; ,while the rema·inder had compound 
fractures,: shrappel~ and, machine-gun bullet wounds and lacerations. Many were· so 
_seriously burned .·that-: they col.lld not be recognized. Large numbers were given ' .·· 
first - aid., treatment, the-majority d1;1r.ing the attack • . During the first 24 hours, · 26 of the. patients died; 10 died the second day and one the third. There were 
no subsequent -deaths. 

· "Since the attack was imexpected., we. h~d to improvise, 11 
. . later reported a 

Navy surgeon . Some of the. ·patients h~d been completely immersed· in fuel oil, and 
all Here in a serious state of shock. Most of the deaths , the Navy r eported; 
resulted from shock. , . 

11The thing I ' 11 probably remembe:r long~st, 11 9:ae ef th~ nurses after"\·rards 
reported, '~is that we d idn ' t have to .sign chii;-s fqr medicines, drugs and other 
supplies . " 

t 

From Pear~ Harb e>r, the .SOLACE sailed . on to :greater achievements. On 
Nover.c.ber 25., l943·, .s.he edged in to .the ..harbor ·at Abemania Island in ·the Gilberts • • I ' ' , . . ' ' 

to become the first hospital ship in history to enter close to the scenes· of combat 
while hostil ities were in progress . 

Th~.· type. of pa~ie.nt;s rec.e.ived, :m.Ost .of them from the nearby island of · 
- Taravra, r epres'enteci'· the "fresh " causualty . Many of tqem ,had been wounded 1-Tit:!Jin 

24 hours prior to their admission to the ship . Only four of the patients edmitted 
at A-bem~a req'll,ired: ;no surgic.~l treatment . . _... . , 

I •' '' ' ',•,,# • • ;·,. , ., • ' • •'. ' , • • • • • • ,, ' ' . . . ' ; ' ',, ' •• ' ' ',. •' .The SOLACE had made her vray ·across· :t;.he. Pacific. to San F:r:ancisco w-ith.- a · . -
load of casualties and was on her \-lay back to Funai'uti. when in the Ellice Islands 
:arde.rs doiv~rted . her -from .her course .to. Abemama·: .· She arr'i.ved in the' morri.ine,··: had 

· ·he.r vra rds .loaded w-ith-Tarawa ~nd. Abemama victims, and set sail·the ·after·noon ·o:{ . . .. . ' . . - .. ·. Novenil;>er.. 25 • . She -reflleled at :s;ea·, and set her 'cqurM for Pearl Harbor . · · · . ' \' 

' Adm'i~~l Nimitz and ~embers of his · staff ~ent aboard the SOLACE at Pearl · · ' 
Harbdr,·. ~d a.~aia.'e.d: the - ~ple. Heart to 2$9 patients •. · Then the SOLACE sailed on 
to San Diego, arr iving t wo days b_efore -Chr:i.stmas . · 

:':I'his . was only, one of 10 _evacuations made during t.he year, and in addition t·h~· SOLACE spent five months. as a hospital for the fle·et. For four months, 
b e[!;il)rit ng i~ April, .she was · station. hospital at Nournea i n New Caledonia and for· · 
another month was a.t Efate .in the New Hebrides,- Most of her ·evacuation journeys 
were _betvree!l . Espir:j.,~l.l Santo, Aukland , Wellington, Nournea and Efate . . 

During eight months of her greatest wartime activity, the SOLACE steamed 
over 50,000 miles and treated more than 10,000 patients, only 16 of whom dj_ed. 
More than 1,200 woundpd-marines and sailors vere brought to the SOLACE vrithin a 
fe,., days during the: SolQnion Islands campaign, a~d 370 . of th~se remained on b~ard 
.for def initiv~ treatment , 

Although· the RELIEF throughout most of her career has been a fleet hosp i tal, 
she also has ·participated in evacuations as a result of the stra ins of war in the 
Pacific . A r esunie of her . activities during 1944 reads like a pl'ige of mode r n 11t .· 
history: New Year ' s Day found her at anchor ' i n the lagoon at Funafuti, in the 
Ellice Island~,acting as a base hospit~l for ships. The close of the year found 
her;; after strem.ious activity, in the 'shipyard at Alameda., Ca lif . , for recondition
ing. In the meant~e, she had sailed 32,000 miles, during three diffe r ent periods 
had served as a base hospital, and in between had been an evacuation hospital shi p . 
Three times she had_ crossed the Equator, and . six times she passed the Inte'rnation~l 
Date Line , 

(over ) X-41872 
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F_or three - months_ ~ _.:;; .was a"t( Majur_o :.in the Marshal -l _slands as a base hospital, 
treating an average . of · 44 pati ents- per day: -.:in -the firs t month, 49. in the second_, 
and· 76 during the -third.· A to.tal of- 6,000 ·patients received treatment in her 
cl~nics during the time sho was at Majuro. As a medical supply ship she di~tributed 
large amounts of drugs, serums and medical supplies to other ships she contacted. 

The RELIEF . participated i n five evacuations between theatres during 1944--one 
to transport the. -wounded fr·om Kwajalei n, two for removing patients from Saipan. 
On the other trips she carried the wounded fromTT.nian andPeleliu. On one trip she 
evacuated 498 patients from Noumea to the United States. 

Among the casualt·ies treated last year were 335 Japanese. In one load of 285 
Japanese, 30 cases of tetanus developed~ 

"This was particularly striking," 'Navy medical records state, "as not one such 
case was seen in our wounded." 

At times the wards of the RELIEF became so crowded and the need for taking 
on new casualties was so great that it was necessary to place cots on the promenade 
deck and in all available spaces. 

Treatment of most of the casualties during evacuation was tentative, but many 
received definitive treatment. In one evacuation from Saipan there were 500 casual
ties with compound fractures. 

In re~orting the extent of care given these patients and the necessity for 
having medical supplies such as plasma and whole blood available in sufficient 
quantity at all times, a Navy surgeon said: 

"One patient was i:p extremity with hemorrhage and,.shock from a severe leg 1mund. 
He was given 2,000 c .c. of whole blood and 2,000 c.c. of plasma on admission. Whole 
blood and plasma were administered during the operation and he was in an oxygen 
tent for 72 hours and given penicillin an~ gas gangrene· antitoxin. In. all, this 
patient received 6,500 c.c·of whole blood, _3,000 c.c. of plasma, 10,000 c.c. of 
glucose and salt; 1,800,000 units of penicillin and 120,000 units of gas gangrene 
antitoxin. He is now able to walk on his new leg." 

Not oply do the hospital ships treat the wounded, but in some instances their 
medical personnel has aided in stamping out epidemics on land. On arriving at one 
lagoon last year the RELIEF found a severe epidemic of dysentery. Cultures were 
taken, the organisms isolated and directions were given for treatment and the pre
vention of its spread. The epidemic, the Navy reported, was soon under contr ql. 

ARMY HOSPITAL SHIPS IN TEE PACIFIC 

~ne Army early this year moved two of its hosuital shius the EMILY WEDER and 
the MARIGOLD, each of which had crossed the -Atlantic once witfi pa·tients, to the 
Pacific. These now shuttle between Los Ang13les and ports close to the battle zones. 

The WEilER, named f ·or a nurse in the la~t war, was formerly the President 
Buchanan, and the ~ffiRIGOLD was ' the President Fillmore, which plied between Seattl e 
and the Al eutians. By ~uiy l, five oth~rs. will be .in Pacific servic~. These are 
the DeG\olOOD, ST~ OLAF·' , QHATEAU THIERRY, ST. MIHIEL and STAFFORD • . 

It 'is expected that several of thee~ .,ship~ will come !lome :early this summer 
with casualties from Pacific battle zones . 

.. I 
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ARMY HOSPITAL SHIPS IN TR.c; ATL.'\.NTIC 

One hu:1dred and six times hospital ships nad· docked at Charleston up to 
May 12, 19~5, bearing their ca;!'gq,es of wounde.d and .siclc. . On two of these 
occasions ·the Bdtioh hos:pita l ship Do:tse.tsi1ire brought home American service men. 
One arrival ·uas ·bf a Navy lJospital ship.· The other. arrivals ~·;ere made by Arm.y 
ships. A total of ·57,421 patients v1ere returned. . •· . . .. - . . . . . . . 

Tt•enty fJ.:rrey h-ospital·. ships are ·nevi operF.tting from Charleston. Larges t 
is the LOUIS A. Mif..NE, which v1as commissioned on March 16 and can carry. 952 
patients. ·Her first. arrival:, 1dth casualties from EUrop~, ~aa · on:. Aprii. 17., 1945. 
':j:'he rec.ord of all :the Atlanti'c fleet of hospital· shf.ps · ~a 'brie.fed __ p:eJ.:qw: _. ' ... ' .. 

{Totals given 'as of May ' 1~, . l94s)'·. . ...... ~ . . 

·. ; . , . 

Name of ·Ship: ... ··:; . . 

ACADIA 

Ai&NctUIN 
CHATEAU ·THIERRY . 

JOHN L. CI.n1 

DOGWOOD 
. .. 

E~"EST HINDS 

:. 

JA!ffiETI' · M. .HUDDLESTON 
.. . . ~ ::.- :- :· .. 

; ' .. ·. 
ERNESTINE · .. ~f)RA.NDA · · 

LARKSPUR 

ALEDA- F-.. · LtiTZ . 

JOHN. 'J • · : Iv.IEA.NY · 
•. ~ t ' • 

LOUIS· A~ MILNE · · ·· 

ST.. Iv!IHIEL . . . . 

ST. OLAF 

SEMINOLE 

SHAMRCCK 

BLANCHE F:• 'SIGMAN .. . 

STAFFORD 

THISTLE 

WISTERIA 

·-· . 

.. 

. ·. . ,. ··.. · .· .. ,. ·· .. . _,. · · .. ~ ,-. , ... ,.,., ·, · ; ·Total. ·. 
· · . . . . .. . . . . ·· ~- :_·~~: · .. •. : P~-~fents·. 

Date of First Arrival :. No. of Tri'ps " Capacity . ·Returned --- --~ ... ~~.,.-

Nov. 5, 1943 

Mar . 28, 194~ : : 

. , :· April 5, 194li . 
.... . .. .... ... 

Mar. 11, 1945 
'. 

Aug. '"14, 194'4 

Mar • . 4:, 1945 · · 

. :· ne:c·. :.11, 1944 
: -:,· 

i• ·:,. 

. . ~- . .. . . · .. . . 
. ~ ~ . :· r , . 

13 

7 
• • _. : ,,'1. • 

io --

-:- j. . ' 

1 

,. \ 

787 
... 

286 

59~, .. 

·2·es· 

.]. < .. •, ) 722 . 
.• '! ,- .... 

4 
;: ::·· . --: ,· · . .. 

. . 3 087 . ' . . 

.. ._.,_284 

·4, ,001 . . · .. 

~ . 206 

. ~,.801 
: _::: ' 

. ' .. ~-
707 ·.May : 10, 1945 

Oct. 16, 1944 

. May .. 12, 1945 . 

'·.: ?~? .. · :~ .,2,_286 _ 

·778' :: , ~ ,~ ... ·. ' 765' ~ :.· 
. . ) .. :.. . : •. r ;::·.: ~-. - ~:- ._ :. ~ .- ._: ·::· . . . . 

•. · . . - . 
April ~L?, 1945 .. ,. 

. . ,,. ... 
; . 

June 4, 1944 · 

Sept. 12, "·194·4 . 

Nov . 28, 1943 

Mar . 7; 1944 · 

Aug. 7, 1944· . 

Oct. 11_, .1944 

March :7., 1944 

Aug.' ·13, 1944 . 
' .. .. ;- ~ ~ 

(ove;r) 

. 

:4 
.. 

. . 
q 

.. .·. • ;. • ' 

L ~4 -.. 

5 

6 

8 

6 

,. 

- : . ~ '· ', 5~6 . :2,257-

~54 2,.668. 
··.· 

543 2,151 

590 . .. ~,368 

706 ~, 058 

l.J55 3,561 

5$$ 5 z425· 

_5!$, 005 
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Other arrivals: 

MARIGOLD ·arrive'd at the CPE 
EMILY WEDER 
NAVY HOSPITAL SHIP REFUGE 
BRITISH H .s. DORSETSHIRE 

- Sept. -.2(2, 1944, with ·743 patients. 
~, oc·t • .. ?·,: 1944, with 696 patients • 

May 24, · 1944, with. 597 patients. 
- Nov." 16~ . 1944, and Jan. 9, 1945_,. with :total 

of 952. 

The patients· returned on these vessels, 1;1.dded to the total. of.-.56,005<returned .. 
to date.,., (May 12, 1945) by -t;he .fle-et of. 20 ho~pital ships assigned to the Charleston 
Port (jf" Einbaf~~i6n, gives a .total of 581 993 :patients. 

The ACADIA, before she was- put into service from Charleston, made a trans
Atlantic, trt:p, ending at New York on June 25, 1943, when she brought home 782 
patients fr.om North Africa. This was the first home-coming of any American hospi
tal ship in ·this ·war. 

Several of these ships, between journeys heme.; until V -E Day ivere occupied~ far 
months at 'a time in shuttling betvreen ports of the United Kingdom, France, North 
Africa and Italy. The number of patients returned home, therefore, is but a frac
tion of the number treated on the ships. The SEMINOlE, for instance,did shuttle 
service ~n the Mediterranean, and in 10 months time transported 10,000 patients in 
addition to those she brought in to Charleston. She was at Anzio, and made fou,r 
trips in five days between Anzio and Naples prior to the push for Rome. On one of 
these trips,_ it was necessary to sail without a full load because the Germans ivere 
shel~ing the harbor. A British hospital ship was hit. at the time. Once, in Naples, 
the decks of the Seminole were splattered with flak. 

Likewise, the . "baby ships" of the Army hospital fleet, the ClEM and the HINDS, 
spent long service in the Mediterranean and have come home only for the yearly over
hauling that the Army requires. These are the only two to remain ~n shuttle service 
after the German surrender. 

The ClEM traveled more than 35,000 miles in the Mediterranean in the l ast n~ne 
wonths, making 59 ports of call with patients of all nationalities. Tired and in 
need of overhauling after this· lengthy war service, she came home to Charleston'· 
early in the morning of March 11, 1945, bringing 283 patients. The HINDS, her 
sister ship, ·came home March 4; 1945, with 206 patients including 75 repatriated 
medical corpsmen. These men, who had been detained by the Germans more than tim 
years ago (medical personnel cannot be regarded as prisoners of war) had been-ex
changed for medical personnel held by the Americans. The majority of them wer e de= 
tained in North Africa, the rest in Italy. They were transported through German de
tention camps in Italy, where they stayed a short time, to German prison camps, 
where they remained until they were repatriated •. 

The ACADIA -has been regarded as the "flagshi:P." ·of the Army hospital fleet. 
She has participated in or stood by for every invasion in the European theatre--in 
North Africa as a troop ship, off Sicily, Italy, Normandy :md southern France as a 
hospttal ship. Men have been brought straight from.,the beaches to her operating 
rooms and wards. 

On November 5, 1943, when she first arrived at the Charleston Port of Embarka
tion, 12 miles up the Cooper river, her load was made up of more than 700 men who 
had been wounded in the Sicilian invasion. Five hours were required to evacuate 
the patients. to the waiting ambulances and buses. Today she is unloaded in less 
than half .the time. 
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·The ACADIA -has not only made more trips across the .Atlantic than any other 

hospital spip, .and brought home the greatest number of c-asualties, but she also 

could bring · home the largest number per ·trip until the MILNE was commissioned 

last month. 

Built ··in 1931 at ·Newport Ne1·1s, .the ACAIJIA first oper.ated be~ween Boston 

and Nova· s·cotia as a plee.sure cruiser. · In 1939 she cruised::.bet~.o~een Bermuda, 

Cuba and Nassau, and in that Y.ear received -wide attention by ramming and sinking 

the excursion steamer MANDALAY in Ne"\-1 York harbor. In 1939 she ivas chartered to 

evacuate st:rancled Arr.ericans from Europe. In 1940 she distributed defense 

workers to ·r'lei·ll;9' acquired islanq. b,ases in the Atlantic and evacuated Army "\oliYes 

and children frcm Panama~ After Pearl Harbor she . t~ansported Axis diplomats 

and agents out of South America . A month after the invasion of North Africa she 

i·Jas working as an Army transport, carrying troops to Casablanca. Then sne was 

converted for hospital duty. 

'rwelve Army hospital · ships lay off the southern coast of France at the 

time of "the invasion, and were t'.seri 1:\1? emerge::1cy hos:pi talsJ until . orders sent 

them, laden with casualties:, to ho3p:i.tals in N0rth Africa and. . England.~ These were 

the ACADIA, AI.GOKQUI:N, CHATEAU THIE~Y, JOHN L. CLEI-1, ERNEST Hil\W, MARIGOLD, 

JOHN J. MEANY, ST. M.IHIEL, SEMINOLE, SRAt-1ROCK, THISTLE anCi l-IEDER. The CHATEAU 

THIERRY was formerly a trq>op ship. The patients she brings home embar~. . 

at Naples, Once she i·IBS at se-9. 51 'days, counting a five-day stop at Palermo. 

More recently she has been operating to England. 

The ST • MIHIEL, like the CF..ATEAU TRIEF.RY, · tvas an Army troop ship prior to 

her conversion as a hospital ship. She brought 488 patients on her first 

trip home, but only lOon one recent trip, February 13, 1945. 

• On this trip she had left Europe with a full load of pa£]ents, but off 

Bermuda she went agrou."'1d. Rowever, she made port end. all 'her patients ·Here 

taken to an army hospital. The ~~NY steamed to Bermuda and picked up the 

patients and returned them to th~ Charleston Port of Embarkation. The 

ST. MIHIEL, llhen she was acle to ' leave "Bermuda and return to the Charleston 

Port of Embarkation brought back 10 Navy patients from the .Naval Hospital 

in Bermuda. 

Six of the ·Army·hospital ships are conwrt!3d Libertys. One of these, the 

DOG\<lOOD, ~~as formerly the George vlashington Carver. As a Liberty ship operating 

for the War Shipping Administration, she made a trip around the world in 1943, 
touching Australia:, Tasmania, India and Iran. . On February 23, 1944, she was 

de~igriated a hospital ship· . . f.f.ter U1"ldergoing conversion in New York. she was 

put into service, and ended her maiden voyage at Charleston on August 14, 1944, 
with nearly 600 patients aboard. · 

The 'other L:l.berty ships now in Army hospital service are the JARREI'T M. 

HUDDLESTON, BLANCE ·F. SIGMAN, ST. OLAF, WISTERIA AND JOHN J. MEANY .• 
. . 

The LARKBPUR, ·"'hich has made four trips home, for a time v1as diverted to 

shuttle service in the Mediterranean, but is no1-1 making .regular runs bet1-1een 

Charleston and European ports. She was the first of the hospital ships to have 

WAC radio operators and a vlAC reconditioning of·ficer. The LARKSPUR originally 

~as the Germannavaltender Breslau and was later converted int~ a raider, 

participating in the l ast ~•ar. She was transferred to ~he ·United States at the 

end of the war and became the transport Bridgeport. Her gun ports, cut through 

the hull of the ship, are r.ow sealed, but still are visible. 
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The .STAFFORD,. was originally the Ward l i ner Siboney, operating between 
New York and Cuba. She served as one of the regular troop transports during 
the last war, then returned to the Cuban Mail Line and was used as a luxury 
"honeymoon" ship on the run between New York and Havana. Upon the outbreak 
of the present war, the liner made numerous voyages to Lisbon in 1941, -bringing 
ha5e American refugees . Later she was again requisitioned as a troop ship and 
made several trips before she was converted into an Army hospital ship . She is the 
the second f~stest mercy ship launched to date. 

The ALGONQUIN vres once a pleasure cruiser and luxury liner, operating 
between Newfoundland and the United States. She has been in service a little 
more than a year as a hospital ship. Once a bomb burst a fevT yards avray froo 
her. 

The SHAMROCK has had a varied history dating back before the last war. 
She is now in her second career as a hospital ship, having been converted 
originally during the last v1ar. Before that she had been the freight and 
passengel~ liner, Ha•Tana, operatie~g between New York and Cuba . She was ramed 
on a coral reef, selveged, overhauled and renCJ!led the Yucatan; then she sanlc 
in New- York harbor. Raised and overhauled, she became the Navy hos:pi_tal ship 
Comi'ort. But it was feered she vTould not be able to outrtin an attacker and she 
remained in the harbor throughout the war . In her second career a.s . a hospital 

. ship, the SHAMROCK, which has a pat-ient· capacity of 543, partici);lated in t;.he 
invasion of Sicily and w·as off : Naples during the Italian campaign. She has 
long been in service in the Mediterranean . She was registered as -the .Aguileon 
when she was taken .. over . ·by the· Army in this war. 

The THISTLE, formerly the United Fr·uit Company boat Munargo operating 
between Nassau, Miami and New York, was built in 1921, acquired by . t~e An~y in 
1941, :r-en~ed the s. s. Arthur Murray; for the late l\~ajor General Murray; and 
served in connection with the establishment ·of an Army air base irl Gre~nland. 
In October 194.3 she was converted into a hospital ship, was assigned her present 
name and has operated in the· Mediterranean. · 

STAFFING HOSPITAL SHIPS 

Cre'\'TS on Army hospital ships, while employed by the .Transportation Corps 
of the U.S. Army, are civili!ins of the United States Merchant lv!arine . The 
masters and chief engineers are gradue.tes of the Maritime Commission · schools~ 

Crews on Navy hospital ships are composed of Navy enlisted personnel 
and officers. Crews on Navy hospital ships operated for the Army likewise are 
Navy personnel . 

The medical complements on the Army hospital sh~ps are made up of Army 
doctors and nurses and medical corpsmen who a~e enl isted personnel of the Army, 
end are assigned by the Surgeon General to the Transportation Corps. Navy ships 
arG similarly staffed by Navy d.octors, nurses end non-nedical specialists, all 
of whom are commissioned, and Navy hospital corpsmen. The medical staff on 
Navy ships operated for the Army is furnished by the Army. 

T~ee medical complements, recently transferred from Camp Barkley, Texas, 
are in training now at the Charleston Port of Embarkation for essignment to 
nell hospital ships . 

(more) 

X-41872 



ADVANCE RELEASE -13 - NB- 3198 

During and after the :aining of the medical compleme. , they continue their 
.training at the por;t a_ss.i!3ting in eva.cuation of arriv-ing, }1ospi;ta], !=!hips.- ;rn audi
tion, While vTa iting for ·assignment 'to a -Ship, they, are. assigned ·for ·Specialized · 
training at the Charleston }.?ort of Embarkation. Statiol) ·Ho-sp:t~al; : -S4arlc General · 
Hospital, of Charleston;. Northington General Hospi.tal, _ · Tus,cal.oo.~, ) .l a: .-, and 
Kennedy General Hospital at Memphis, Tenn., in addition t o other hospitals through
out t he na~ion •.. Som~ . members .of the complement make triJ>S on ot;her, hospital- ships 
for added .. exper?-_enc~. · . . . . , , , 

. . -
' . ·. 

Some limitel.:~J-fvice personnel._af3 well ~:a oyerseas veterans . are: inci)lded: in, 
the medical complemen-ts, but for the most part they are made up of general duty 
personnel espe~ially trained. medically~ . · , . . · ' . . : . . 

The Transpo~tation ·corps, whic)l hires: civilian personnel for , ~h~ crews of the. 
hospital ships, is responsible. for the mechanical operation of .the .. vesse:l. .'I_!l:le of
ficer in char ge of the medica_l ·i;:om:p:]..ement aboar¢· a .. hospital ship~ the s.eni9r· medi_
cal. off'icer, is known as. the hos:pit_al _ ship .comtnanden~ . . ·, He is r_espons f~le for the . 
operation of the hospital part of the shfp and·. the .sanitat;ion of the entir~ ves?eL 
The master of the vessel is respons-ible for its op~ration as a ship, and is in 
command of the civ~l;ian .cre'f . .. In. adQ.ition, he . .is· r _eswnsible for ::the _safety -of 
all :personhel in· en emergencY~ .The master and: the .. ho~:pital, _ship commandE3r , be
cause ·of : the it' gEmeral and_ parallel._ respo~s;ibil,i-ties , . W<f>'!-"k "4ogether very closely . . . ' . . : . . . . . . . . 

•. The ship's ci,;.ilian. crew 'i~ m~de up of four" de:partment~ : ·, -~eck, engi ne , . 
steward's and administrative, a s on other · ships. In the main galley, the Steward's 
Department, under th~ . supervision of the . Medicel Corps personnel,· prepar E-s a ll the 
food that is . s erved to t .he patients. This food is moved f roPJ the· main. galley to 
the diet kitchens in 'each ward, and . then is .served by medica l personnel to the 
patients. ·The dietitian, or a meEber of the hospital ship complement , assigned by 
the hosp;ital ship comp+~ment _Colii!Ilander ,. ~orks closely with _the chief steward under 
the m~ster _ of . the vessel~ . - A. unifor m 14-day menu. now is being set up for a l l hospi
tal ship~ for . us~ : ,9urin1{ th~ ~e.turn trip from the E\u-ope?on th~a tre to the Charleston 
Port of Embat-kation: '· · · ·. · . · . . t -. . ' ~ .-

. The civi.li~:;:n~; who)n~ke'. ~P .. the· shi~'s, · crews are t~keT,l from .tw9,-PQ01S· maintained 
by the Trar:is1Jortetion -Corps at the port~ One· is a . post-gr,aduate Maritime Service 
school, which includes the ~erchant ~~rine seamen who have been trained at a Mari
time aeryiQe school apd are now awaiting t~eir - first- assignment to .ship . The second 
pool is made up of civiltans hired by the .Charleston Port Qf ~mb~rkation who have 
been· alerted for duty on )10spital ships and are standing ,by awaiting call. . . ' . . • ' 

Some of the seamen are' 17-year:..old boys who expect to . go into mil;itary service 
when they r each draft age • . _A few ar.e discharged service men, and a few are men 
who have been r ejected for mil itar y service. . . . , r 

The personnel, both medical and civilian , varies i~ number according to the 
patient capacity of the shi:Ps. The Army' s t :able of orgr-cll:l:zatt on :for the. ACAJ)IA, ·for 
example, provides for a hospital ship complement commander, 14 officers, 37 nurses 
(who are also officers) one dietitian, one warrant officer, two · chaplains, _l 47 en- · 
listed men as medical corpsmen, or a tota~ of 203 Medical Corps personnel. In 
addition there; are four enlisted radio opera tors. The operation of the ship -is 
tb.e responsibil;l.ty of 144 civilians . · 

Thus the medical complement and crew is . equal -to nearly. half the_patient load 
of the· ship. 
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The new MILNE, whi~h _can carry. 952 patients, · has a medical complement of a 
hospita l ship comple~ent_ . commander, 17·- of.;fi~ers, 44 nur~e_s,. one diet'itian, one 
warrant officer, t>-ro. c_haplains, 199 enlisted medical corpsmen. • There are .four 
enlisted r!;!.dlo' operators. The crew is, ~mnpos~d of 154 civilians. 

The table oi organization for small ships, of the HINDS class'· provide· a for a 
hospital ship complement co:mmaJlder, 8 officers, 27 nurses, one warrant officer, 
on~ chaplaip, 96 enllsteQ. men, qr a total of 134 n:tedical personnel. · There are 
four· enli~ted, radio· operat<;)rs. The civilian crew numbers. 105. 

The Liberty ships have approximately the same medical complement as ships 
in the class of the ACADIA, but require only 124 ·civilian crew members. 

'• 

The 'ttJ.edium sized ships, such as the SEMINOLE, >-rhich carries approximately 
·454 patients; need 31 nurses, . nine officers in addition to the hospital ship 
complement commander, one warrant officer, one chaplain and 113 medical enlisted 
persqnnel, and 134 member~ of the civilian crew. 

A typical ·Navy ta.ble of organization is . that prqvided for the REFUG:E. There 
are. 20 medical officers, three dental officers, five hospital corps officers, 
one volUnteer specialist officer, 29 nurses, one Red Cross worker, 14 chief 
pharmacist's mates and 200 hospital corpomen. For operation of the ship 22 line 
and staff officers ~nd 200 enlist~d men are provided. 

In all instances the table of organization provides for one Red Cross worker 
for every 500 patients. Red Cross workers ~re currently assigned to 23 Army 
hospital ships and seven Navy hospitsl ships. 

Reconditioning officers .have been assigned to several Army hospital ships, 
as for instance the L,"'RKSPUR, and it is expected that reconditioning units wili 
be assigned to all hospital ships engaged in transporting casualties back to 
the United Stetes. One officer and four enlisted men are under training ~or 
as.sign_ment to eac:h Army hospi ta;L ship_. The recond-1 tioning unit will provide 
information c.oncerning veterans rights and will assist the casualties in making 
adjustments on their ret~rn to. the United States. 

The memb.ers of these reconditioning staffs will be members of the ·ship' a 
medical complement, who w~ll perform duties aboa~ the hospita l ship as medical 
complement and reconditioning personnel. At present 11 reconditioning officers 
are.-.members of the WAC . In suph cases, she is .. in charge of all WAC personnel, 
and in addition has other d~ties, such as that of special service offieer, or . 
orientation officer. · It is the duty of the reconditioning staff to coordinate 
both the menta l and physica l program for the sick and ·Hounded being returned on 
hospital ships. It is also ita duty to coordinate all special service, Red 
Cross, orientation ... and reconditioning programs to the best advantage of the 
patients. 

EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES 

Equipment and supplies on American hospital ships range from boxing gloves, 
sheet music and comic books to electrically heated food conveyors, disinfectors, 
and the latest X-ray ~achines of ·shcck-proof. tjpes allowing for full radio
graphic, fluoroscopic and urological procedures. 

(more) · x-41872 
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· ·.· 'The power· plant of. the~~WISTER.iA . ~ould supply all the electrica l needs of a 
community ',9:(m(?re thap)50 .h~nuks· ~-·. - Th~~ ship is equipped with machinery that can 
distill ani! · chloriri~te ·· 160 ·t.Qns .. of. fresh water !iaily. Sixteen-miles of piping . • •' ' • ' ' J I ' ' , .. .., .. •' . · ~ • • ' ._ I • ' ._ • 

carry the viater to all parts of the ship. There are 20 miles of electrical cables 
and wiring. 

" ~ ,· .. -... . ~::. . ; : · : ·~.:~·. : , ... 
· Th~- .hO'Spl taJ.. ehi~s ~ -d~~~J '\l~uD,a;y, f.~cilttie·s ·: ·t~~t~-:~~~-~,el~a ''Wat:er.r 

... ·._·,:·· · -~- - -~.-' · . ... . : ·_;·- . . ~-- ' .. ' . . . ;: .· .. ~· .' ~ -. ..:'" :: ~-. ··"" .,.:. ~: · -~;~ ~.-:. . . 
·:, ·rrl:ie ··ins-titution · or' these d.ev:i.ces has -materially reduced the quanti ties of . 

linens necessary to carry in stoc~ on the various ships. 
I, .:.·····:~ ~ :", ,}:.:.·', .. ~--~~: .f. ,·'. 

! ;t'he 'ACAniA carries- ~~pprollmately 7,000 she~t:s- a-,nd l,50Q .~blari.ke'ts~·- -This -is 
about 3,000 fewer sheets thari she formerly kept in supply. Although it is not 
usua lly necessary __ to prov_ide JllOre than one blanket p~~ pat:ie.n.t ·en ·route ho:rne, 
it is ex!>edien'-t; to have' addi t+onal supplies for . use' ' in _shock :treatment· and· ·for 
bringing p·atients in fro:rn the peaches. : ~' . :_ -·· · : . . . . . . . . . . ~ 

Every Army hospital ship,, '~hen restocking at Charlest.on) ·not only takes on 
suppli'es sufficient· f'o_f_. 1 ts ov.n use, but usually is loaded vli th medical supplies 
requisitioned for ·use: 'in hospi tala on and near the battlefie-lds. . · 

. Army policy is tq·_ provide for the wounded or sick soldier the best food avail
able from ~American supplies ·. _: Not only are special diets of 'nutritious food pro
vided for - the ''(..Toiinded·· or ~ s_ic~ r~·quiring them, but those who can enjoy a regular 
diet are · pr-ov1:ded'/··a.s· nearly'" as pqs~i'b;J.e, with the type f9od they had at ho:rne. . 
Many of th~se~ merr-,"·it is ' explain.~d.,' h~ve ·bi3.en overseas living on c and K rations 
for long periods. · .· · · · · 

"Eggs with shells on them" are one of the ·prime delicacies fed .to the 
returning patients· ~ - Fresh fruit, fresh vegetables and "f:r~sh1' frozen milk and . 
ice· cream are standard.. · The·· choiteeit cuts of meat' in inii;itar y stocks are requisi
tioned for · use on hospital ships. Indi'vidual ship req~ests also ar~ permissible, 
and- recentlyc one ship order ·inc'tuded 24 bunches of .freeh .mint. 

Each ship is supplied with non-perishable . fQOd . sufficie~t- for .a cround trip 
plus 30-days.· i-There it was known that the . sliit/ ~.cn.ild .:b~ ·placed . on·.'~huttle ' '. . . . . : · . .. ' .. . . ' . ' 
service; she v.aa supplied v~ith food suf'fic.i~nt fo;:: ~fiv~:; ~o-· sitc p;.~ntlls ... ·The ship's 
personnel requisitions food from a list ·prepared by the port ste'\·Tard's office of 
the Water Division a t the Charleston Port of EI:l.barkation; whicll is turned: over to 

• I. 'hi ·f ~ --- ~ ' 1•' ' '· .> '" ', '. •. ' ' v ,. .... · . · _ the port. s. c e o_._ s1:1pp y. . . .. .. , . ... _._ ;, . . , .. · . . _.. . . ... -· 
' • • •• J. • • ' . • l :. ~ . . ' ' . . ~. .• ~ --

' I , , 

Food supplies are large, both in quantity and variety. The ·MILNE, on her 
maiden voyege, carried 1,5CO pounds of cheese of all .Cl~i!-ese.s .. combined, 1,1nd 1,500 
pounds of .:fxeah "frozen' vegetables. · · .. · .· ·.. ·· .: ·· · · 

I~ -~.d~Ut~~n, . she w~e stocked with 8:,bo'6 pounct's·· of l:ii~:~ri; '28;·ooo. po~ds of 
beef, including 1,200 pounds of beef tenderloin; 6,000 pounds of ·smoked ham; 
5,000 pounds of l a:rnb carcass; 5,090 pounds of fresh ve~l; .18;000 -pounds of all 
types .Of ·ch::I."P:ken; _3.00 ·.cases ·Of eggs, 30 dozen ,tO the case ;_:·. 1_,~0:0 pounds of liven 
2,5oo ;pol;lil<\S. 'Pf .frankfurters ; 2,000 pounds of link sausag~;· 2,)oo· potinds of ducks; 
5,000 pounds of turkey; 8,000 pounds of butter; 500 pounds ·of "shdni.p; _3,000 pounds 
of fresh frozen fish, assorted; 4>ooo pounds of fresh pork liatn.; · 6,000 pounds of 
por~. lo-in; . 2, 50.0 -pounds sausage,. va·ri·ous type a; 1; 500 po\inds' ·smoked beef tongue. . . . - ~ . 

·:- - ~ ... 
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In addition, the ~~LNE was allowed iO,OOO quarts ol frozen milk, 250 boxes 
fresh apples, . 4.00 pounds bananas:, 60 bags cabbage, 25 bags red cabbage,- 50 crates 
celery, 100 ·boxes grapefruit, 50 boxes lettuce, 50 boxes :pears, :25 bushels 
peppers, 60 lugs tomatoes, :plus numerous other items~ In addition; there were 
2,000 gallons of ice. cream. 

This is the amount estimated as necessary for a rou..'I"J.d trip, during which 
food must be provided for the· ship r s crew and meclical cotnpleme:lt both v•ays 
and for nearly 1,000 :patients on the return voyage, and for the 30-~ay reserve 
supply. 

Such specialties as tenderloin steak, which only r ecently became available 
in quant.iti.es sufficient ·to stock 'aach ship, are -earmarked "for patients only."-

To maintain adequate supplies for the hospital ships, it is necessary 
to keep a constant reserve of a 30-day level of supply, totaling 1, 000, OCO 
pounds of :perishables at the :port. A few of t he items are: 

Bacon, smoked slab, 20,000 :pounds; sliced smoked bacon, 20,000 :pounds; 
boriele'ss frozen beef, 100,000 pounds (of this 40 per cent is sui table for . . 
roasting and broiling; 30 :per cent for stewing, ancl 30 per cent for use as ·ground. 
beef); sliced dried beef, 2,000 pounds; corned brisket of beef, 10, 000 pounds; 
·fresh t enderloin of :beef, lO,OOO~ounds; short loins of beef, l O,OCO :pom1ds; 
full ribs of beef, 20,000 pounds; calf brains, 2,000 po~'I"J.ds; square pressed 
cooked hams, 10,000 pounds; smoked hams", 4o;ooo pounds; beef hearts, 2)<·000 
pollllds; beef kidneys, 2, 000 pounds; lamb ca_ri::ass, 25, 000 potmds i ·calf liver, 
5, 000 pounds; beef liver, 5, 000 :pouirds; f:r'esh :pork hams, 15, 000 po~ds ;· frozen 
pork loins, 30,000 pounds. 

Pork shoulders, 8,000 :pounds; :pork spareribs, 5.1 000 :pounds·, bologna sausage, 
5,000 :pounds; frankfurters, 10,000 :pounds{ - ~Iflokt?d _liver sausage, 4,000 pou.11ds; .· 
luncheon meat sausage, 3,000 :pounds; salamij :-3;ooo :pounds; link sausage, 
10,000 pounds; beef tongue, 8,000 pounds; veal carc~ss, 30,000 pounds; butter, 
60, 000 :pounds. · ·. · '· '· 

The su:ppli'es ·of chicken mainta i ned are: fryers; ·20,000 pounds; roa sting 
chickens, 4o,ooo pounds; broilers, 15,000 :pounds; cluck, 15,000 :pounds; fowl, · 
25,000 :pounds; alld.·· turkeys, 35, ooo pou..l-id.s . . . .. • . . ·,. 

Each ship is allmved 4, 500 pounds ~f fish, of 21 varieties, and in addition 
requisitions may be made against stocks of fruits and ' vegetables, includinc; 
such delicacies as: 

Artichokes, asparagus, avocados, bananas, cucumbers, eggplant, mint, 
mushrooms , oyster plant, :parsley, broccoli, Brussels spnouts, cantaloupAE, 
cau.liflm•er, chicory, corn, endive, escarole, figs, garlic, kohlrabi, l eeke , 
romaine, rhubarb. 

Dehydrat.ed food supplies include apples, cabbsge, carrots, . cranberrie s, 
onions, potatoes, turnips, and mixed vegetables. There is also raisin, r y e, 
whole wheat and white bread. · · 

Eighteen thousand quarts of frozen fresh milk also are held in re~erve in t he 
Charleston Port of Embarkation warehouse; and in addition a dairy in Lexington, 
N.c., which supplies the Charleston Port, maintains a 20, 000-quart reserve. 
Th±s is the amount necessary if every :patient is to be assured a quart per day 
during his trip home. While this is standard, there is no lim.i t on the amou:r1t 
of milk :provided and all :patients are encouraged to drink all t hey want. 

(more ) X-41872 



AD v.:.A:N- C·-E R E LEA 8 E -- 17 .- NB- 3198 

_ Frozen milk has bet .lsed stnce aboi.lt ,.-1920, ·but _th~, ny.- first-. experimented 
with it in Seattle in the hope of .. supply:i,~ ·:it .to troops .m Al~sk{l.: ~ : Jn .Apr_il 1944, 
on one of its voyages, t he C~TEAU ~y - C?-_IT·ied tw0 -G~~f3.S . 'irr-pa.p~r . c,op.te.inera. 
Par~ of -the supply was · homogenized ap,d -part :was not .• , . Si;Q.oe :· :thep. -~,t: - ·?as:_. been sup
plied to all Army hospital- ,ships J ·-~~.J · Char_les:top.-_- pxoJ:J.dly;,reJ(or:ts,_ tno-.]latient 
gets any but fr,esh mi~n. . •;: ;: .. · --.. :·,:·. r .'::::··· ~-.. ..-_.- :,;·,--· · ,. _·:,·:t ,., . .. --' 

Frozen milk has a lower bacteria count than unfrozen, according to Army 
records. The bacteria count before freezing was 5 ,000; after . b~_i:ng~.:frpz:en . for 
three months it was 3,000 . Frozen milk may be kept as long as six months and 
still be P?-:~ ta-ble., 'Qu t .. :rp,ilk -of :this -age--pa~, ·never :• beei_l serv~.d -to· , pat-iflm.:ts; <_-, The 
SurgfilQ~-: ~:t;_u~raJ' s. _.Office has ~s tab_li~ he-9- a . 90-day:·: maJ~im.u.m peri qQ. ;fo:;r ~ t.~-: k~-~p.l,ng · 
o::f .. frqz~n·miik. _. The date ma:t;'~ing.the end . o;f t-~is L 90-day period ;t~., ~t~.tn.p~d on :-eac;:h 

._ :_qu~:rt:: ,:-.contaip.er -and t:tte ni.iik : is.: no:t . e~l'ved; -~fter that date unQ.er a~y- ,.c'ir_gum-r-.- · · 
·· stances. , .... : ·. · -: . ;- :· · .:·. -_-. , 

.. :- ~~9 Navy . ~upplies its-.. hospital .ahipS· :Y.:l.-th·: "mi;t.k manufacturing ·-I!JB.9hin~s -':_, 
COI!l¥lO~ly. call~d - the :''!!_!.echanica;L caw" f: Bec;Jau~~ ~ thefle. -shipc do not follow a reg_tlla.r 

_scheP,ule in.·rettlrning t o:the-: Un,ited-9t ates> ~t : is not feasible to car.ry -frozen:,: .. 
milk. Whole milk, however, is reconstituted by the "mechanical cown ·and is avail
able for tlSe of all patients t r eated on t he Navy ships . 

" .. ' :_ ' . • • .._ I ' : I o • ·•· • :, '' ' ' ' 1 ' 

. : .. For·-a tJme :_ther~ wel;'e _on~ . ~r two "mechanical cows" aboard Army hospital ships, 
bllt_.there . is none a t .present . When ar! Army hospita l ship was assigned to· shut- · 
tle service overseas , she W?-S stocked with more frozen milk by other.hospital ships 
saili!lg for that area from the :_ 9,h~rleston :Port of ·Embarkation. . • 

._.·-: · Each h<_:>~pital ship maintains !a. complete phar~cy of· serums:, •vacomes and 
~d1c1nes and must be r~st(_)cked on each ~E;J:turn. t.9 ~.the home poxt~ ·-f :>Di addition, the 
ships freqtlently transport madic.ines and'·~~gs_: to~·:Jj:tlrope for tlse ··- in:~ theatre hos
pitals and on other hospit~l ships doing shtlttle service. For instance, two car
loads of penicillin were recently shipped aboard hospital ships from the Charleston 

_ P_9.~t _ of- . ~ba:rkn~i9n! .. ".· . . .. · . · .: · . .-: .. : ; ··.·· ~ ·: · ~ .. L · 
'; 

--- . ·.·· .-. 

The Charleston warehollses con:tain .in addit:i,on.quartermaf!Jter-. supplies ·aucb. as 
folding chairs, dishes, s i lverware , laundry soap and cooking utensils for the 

, shi-p~.:-. ¥or special -serv-icesthe:re ·-ar? : ath-letic ·_ stl-ppl:ies, _._ pia~s-, books, and record 
players. .1 ;·.· :._,·_: :-·.: .. -- ·----,.,. 

: . .·. . : ·~·" ._-~·· : ::..-: : .. _.._-.. . . ~- . . ' . . . . ""::· -~- : .· ~ .. 
A tractor, with f our tra ilers linked in a train pulled up a t shipside at 

Char.leston early. on a Sunday morn:i,n&:tQ - lGt::.d .t-.he . . §TAFFOR-D ·. ]lr-ior ·.to : her la~t.: .de 
p~n:~ture from . Che.r:a:e_ston; Stlpplie.s: are lo~P,~ d- by,. Q..epartments , _. : ~b-at ;i.s:, _: food is 
:l:oe.ded at one time , medic~nes .at anqther -, ~ :wh_:ile quartermaste!': ~!lJ?plie~Jw;lll ,be : 

. iload.ed separately. . ' · .. · - ,":· .- ,_-.1. ·•• •• ·.·:_ •: 

. -
• -, • • .- ~:·. 1 • · - r • ·' • •• ~ 

.. Foo.d generally_! is- . l.<?~~~d fro~ _. the side of. the -ship by_;winches. ·._· :· · · .- ·: . 
.. ··:·· -.. - . ·:· . :_£ ~-,.:: - ~ --~·.~ :. ··.· . . . ,:.. . _. ~=-. ·-: .· . .-····. ·- · i -,;:,:·::.~: 1 ... -~ · ~ ,_, 

It takes approximately one day to load a hospital ship . . .. 0f.\t~;n., _,·i_f ;remw.~ ·: 
are necessary at the Charleston Navy Yard, Stlpplies will be taken over by trllck, 

in .?:r9-e:J::'r~·~S.?-Y~ :-:t._:t.~ ·.rn ;•:::.l_,;: ·• ·t_;~ J-~ r\ ,"·" : · :: · .• ;, ,-:-- :- ., . .. _. ' . :;~;-;.:_;" · · ·.:·· ,:· -;--: . 

,(+'· · • ·- .. , • .. . . ~ ,•\ · . . .. ...., .. . _ • ~, ~· ~ . ,• .: .· ··.. , r._ :,<"•:·.,· :•,· 4 .. ,' ., ·:- ; •-.. · ~~ • t ,•f"' ,· -; 

"·sD.j:Jplies ··are ' 'checked' ' four times ; ·once in. :th.e _:w-at.eh~~se as theY, leav~:. 9i1-, tl?-r 
tractors; again at shipside by the transportatiofi ~ c-ief-:k; . At 'the dock they· a r e .... 
che cked again by the ship's steward. He rechecks before departllre. 

Quartermaster stlpplies observed o~ one, tractor train incltlded trash and 
garbage . cans' blackboar ds' typewriter o'il; . soap po~der' mops . 

(over) x-41872 
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Painters were apr~. _...1g the sides of .the STAFFORD 'ltl...,_r, white paint while the 
loading. went on. Usually, as· soon as one of the mercy ships docks at the 
C~atleston Port of Embarkation apron, a lighter pulls alongside to the opposite 
sine· of the gang plank and sta~ts spraying the vessel. Under the present system, 
by the time all the patients have been evacuated, the painters have completed 
one side of the vessel and are ready to start on the other. In this •ray as much 
time as possible is saved. 

LIFE ON A HOSPITAL SHIP 

Selection of patient s for sea journeys is made by theatre surgeons. ··: .. ·once on 
an Army hospital ship the patient is the responsibility of the Transportation 
C0rps, which looks after his welfare until he is safely in his ward at the Stark 
General Hospital in Charleston, or on a train at shipside-. Then the responsibility 
is shifted to the Fourth Service Command. 

In New York and several other points where transports· arrive, the responsi
bility for care of the patients shifts to the service command concerned at ship
side. The responsibility for medical technical supervision rests .. ~rith the Surgeon 
General throughout . 

Patients of many types, particularly those -requiring specialized surgical or 
medicai treatment, thos0 ' ·rho have a long convalescence ahead, many who are to be 
given a medical disch&~·ge from the flrmy, and ao~e who are expected to die, are 
brought home. Patients are cls.Ane:d. as ambulants, litter or mental cases. The 
numbar of mental patients ret.lA.!'Ued on hospital ships varies according to the .. . -
capacity of the ship to hancile this type of patient as well as the number of this 
type of patient at the overseas hospital. About one-fourth to one-third of those 
returning by hospita l ship at present a re menta l patients . Only a few of these, 
however, are psychotic, the majority suffering general from what is lmo~:m a s 
"battle f atigue". · 

Many who are litter cases when they leave from an overseaa ·port become ambulant 
before they debark et Charleston. Out of 659 patients who returned on the 
STAFFORD recen-cly , 75 became ambu-lant ori the way home. 

On ship, patients are assigned to wards, where they sleep in two-tiered bunks . 
On the ST. MIEIEL the large3t ward had beds for 70 patients, and on the little 
CLEI•1 when it came hon:e 60 surgical cas~s were together in its largest ward. 

Litter patients generally are placed topside--on the main deck and abo"!e. In 
cases of obstruction or of hitting a mine , it is easier to ·bring them f rom topside 
than from be lmr deck . kn'bul::~.-t ~J -.::y patients, on t ha other hand, can get ·around and 
their rescue vJould not COll fJ t/c t.uta so serious a problem. It is current ·war Depart
ment po.licy that pat~.e:nts nee·.Ung considerable medica l care or who woul:l need 
assistance in aband.o±lir.g ship as a result of enemy actio'n shall be sent home on 
convention-protected hospita l ships. Patients who can help themselves may 
return on transports. · 

Special wards, cut off from the others, are provided on hospital ships for 
mental patients. Isolation warda for disturbed patients and for persons with 
communicable diseases also are provided ~ 
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The first day and ... ..,-ght on· a hospital ship bound fo'l. ·home are usually 
times of excitement? nurses and doctors re~ort. After that the routine is 
established ~nd .life follows a reg~lar p~tt.er.n. · .r~ . is usually · in the second 
week that signs of restlessness er boradom.appear, and it · is then,the officers 
report, that a program of activity diversifi.ed enough .to interest the different 
types but casual enough to be of therapeutic .and. :entertainment value is most 
necessary. A day or ·two before the time, of atti yal most of the ·patients ·-again 
show signs of excitement and eagerly watch for landfall. Sometimes, a mental 
case-~most of'ten those who are less seriously :ill--or persons with eye injuries 
or lost limbs are nervous over the . a~ticiJ?a~ed :. arrival. 

Some of toe intangibles are just as eff~ctive as medical and surgical 
tre~tment in.meeting the patiente~ · neede, the doctors report. The therapeutic 
effect of ice cream, of eggs "with shells on them" instead of dried eggs, ·. of 
cold .fresh milk and frui~ juices is invaluable, they report, in improving the 
mo:r-ale of the soldiers. Often the patients gain weight on the ship to the 
point that neH casts have to be put on fractured limbs. Many of the men when 
they board ship, the doctors say, rest on white sheets for the first time in 
months or years. The cleanliness, quiet, sense. ·of · safety and the general 
atmosphere of efficiency that pervades the ships have an immense effect 9n 
the patients, according to Army and Navy records. 

The trea.tment received by the patients is exactly the same. they would 
receive in a shore hospital. Surgery, it is reported, has become as simple 
to perform at sea a s ashore.. Only during severe · storms of hurricane intensity 
is there a need to delay operations, and Navy records indicate that only 
once· has it been necessary to postpone an operation. Frequently, to prevent de
lay, the captain of th~ : ship.will head for calmer seas so that the surgeons ma~ 
undertake life-saving measures. On such occasions it is not unusual for the sur
geon to be strapped tu the operating table. 

There is need for much immediate surgery for many reasons other than.life
saving, records show. Ea:rii ·repair saves months of convalescence, or .it may save 
extensive plastic surgery. Even bronchoscopy is possible at 'sea and it. is essen
tial for the removal of foreign bodies in the lower respiratory tract as ·well as 
for diagnosis and assis:tance .to the .chest surgeon, doctors report. · 

Nearly every naval erigagement or land battle provides new ~es of injury to 
tax the ingenuity of the ships' doctors, surgeons report;· and in· many.· instances 
it is necessary to improvfs'~' entirely new techniques, so that surgeons on 'hos
pital shipS' have an opportunity to record pr1celess da:ta for the guidance of ·. 
other medical officers. · · · 

The medical officers'· living on · board ship in close contact with the pa '6 
tients, are prepared for s·udden contingencies. There is life drill daily. 

As soon as the patients come aboard the hospital ships overseas, the ward
men acquaint themselves with the patients who have been assigned to their care 
in the event of an emergency. They determine how a life jacket can be put on 
each patient, and make notes whether the patient has cssts or can move under his 
own power. In addition, each group of' wardmen, nurses and pati ents has· a special 
exact route to the lifeboat to which it is assigned. In the event of an emer
gency at sea, each group would move by its own route to the lifeboat t o which 
it was assigned and stand beside : the · lifeboat to ·await further orders. In such 
an emergency, the master of the ship would be in complete charge of the lowering 
of lifeboats . 

(over) X-41872 
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In this .\var:, howeVE ~t has not beeri necessary for l patients to be debarked 
at sea from hospital shlps. 

From 13 . to 14 days ia·:' the., a\rerage· iength of ~ .voyage :· f rom . an European · port. 
The trip has taken as lohg as 18 days/ btit -only ':~hen the. ship was forced to take 
a route ·from Italy, .for instance~· 's6tith*iiir·d '-to the North African coast, and 'then 
close -t:;o the North African "; coast to th~ :g~~its ·.of 'Gibraltar, and then along the· 
south~r.n ·ro.ute -acr.oss · the 'A'tlari·tic . · 11ovtev'er, a'f~er the invasion of Italy, when 
the Mediterranean was cleared of"submarines; and Axis aircraft, the hospital ships 
be can to:. take . a . d b-eet ·rouuir . a6n;iss the ··Merd1.~8-i'rarte8Il)' - and·· ·thusc -~re· -a.l:fle-'- to ·cut 
down appreciablY o~.l. -the time- 'r.q..f· t1ie.1_r _ ~~age~. . . . 

. ' . .. ·., : ' .· ·· ' . · . . 

The Navy Department prescribes the route to be taken by a ll Army hospital ships, 
keepi ng in mind t'WO"main· .factors- '-the· security · and comfort of the patients. Com
for t of the pa_tient aboard an Army hospit a l ship is considered far more important 
than the speed at whiCh the : ship reaches the home port at the Cnarles ton Port of 
Embarlcation .. Th~s, .. if. the northern Atl a ritic route is too c.old, the Army hospital · 
s hip ~..rould . be . diverted to the southern r~ute·. . . . . .. - . '·. . . . 

. ' 

En route home; it .is not unusual, · doctor~ : and · ~urses . r eport,_ fqr ambulant 
patients, . r ec.ognizing the monotony of ' c'onfine-fuent to which .the litters a r e sub
,jected, to yolunteer for a multitude:·~·of· duties: ~--· They. ~arry trays, run s mall 
erra nds for the nurses , help in the :wards·. · ' Th.ey ".eve~ volunteer. for K.P. duty 
a nd like it," according . to Charleston _r ecords. . : " . · 

•' . ~. . . '. ~~ .. 

Special diets a~e .. required ·ror many patients, b.~t for those who -can enjoy a 
ful l meal ·, :· 't.hl3- menus. are· varied a nd t empting. .. ' . ~- ., .. ,· 

Christmas . dinner . on t.he HEANY cons i sted of fru.i t qo.o.k:t.all, consomme ·, tomato . 
bis que , olives, . radishes , onions , roast stuffed turkey,. ·gib.l e t gravy, l:?*'eak, 
cr a11berry sauce, ba}cE;ld Virginia· ham with champagne sauGe~ . - candied sweet potatoe.s, 
whipped potatoes, peas in cream, spinach; asparagus sa lad with Thousand [s'land 
dress ing, plum pudding with brandy and hard sauce, assort~d ·: pastries :; apple pie , ... 
cheese, nuts ,; rci isi~s~ fr~it, doffee~ .. 

A. day 's menus, picked at ·r a ndbm, ·on t he SIGMAN :roilqws: (Febr~ry 21) Break- · 
f as t-,-grape ju:i.ee, ste'Wed fruit, . c'feam of wheat , dry cereals' . baco", eggs to ord er' 
baking powder biscuit, toast , orange mat'niaiade· ~ preserves , milk, tea, coff ee, 
cocoa . Lunch--soup, broiled s i r l oin of steak, ham hccks·, r ed kidney .beans , string 
bean salad·, cold cuts, swe'E,t r e lish, dill pickle; chow:·c·how, mince pie , biscuit, 
cheese , cr ackers, t ea , coffee, iced t ea . Dinner--queen olives , consomme , roas t 
s irloin of beef '· brown gra'!y, f r i ed pork chops, •-roast :Potatoes, mixed vege t abl es, 
cold cuts (in saloon mess only), sliced tomatoes , fruit chutney, chow chmv, sliced 
pineapple , fresh fru i t, cheese, crackers , t ea and coffee/ 

. ,· 
Usuatly on the last night at 'sea a · s pecial dinner i~·· ·served. 

SPECI A_L .SERVICES . · ,, . . · ' ' ;: 
. . . ' 

When the ACADIA cam~ home .On l ast Christmas ·morning·a Qhris tmas tre~ _ was 
l ashed to her for~mast and ·.other trees, gaily decorated, were pl aced in ·various 
wards. . The doc.tors a nd -n~~es :had c.ut the m in 'Italy. ' · · ·. · : · 

. ' ' -.· . 
. ·, ~ ' .' :1 '. 

The ch~plain . .re1;1.~ :.:rn~dn.tght .;mass; and troubad'ours-- ainbulatory patients--went 
throug}l the wards ~iuging :_G~rpls •· · . ''·' ' .. '. . ~ . 

;.. - . 

This · is typica l of· the "speci a l services " provided aboard hospital ships. 

(more):_· .. r • • X-41872 
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The ACADIA had :p+anne .... t~ _be· home . by- C.hris.tma.e, but Arw,-f regulations are . 
that all unloading of hospi~l ships mus:t -take plape .: ·in day-time. The ACADIA .• 
and-the lX)GWOOD steamed iz:1to_ Charleston, :harbor lat~ - Christma.s Eve. Every light 
was on;· the red crosses bl~~enipg . .from~-bulbs . ·totaling 8,000 watts, gleamei acros-s 
to the· Battery. The people of Charleston 881!8 and cheered, and some wept. "It was 
a beautiful sight for Christmas Eve," said Army officers who saw the shi.ps ~ 

A "s:pe.cial services'' qf;f.'.icer is. desigooted on· each ship. B:e is responsible fo:r 
the recrea t:I,.:cn progral)l, . an_d fo~ : t.Perapeu tic activities such as . crafts, which be
guil~ the. tedious ._hours . •. , , . . . 

On most of the ships he is assisted by Red Cross workers. The Red Cross has 
assigned }0 girls tq .Army .. an4 .eight to Navy hospital ships. More are to · be a s
signed. in_ the near :fi..tture .... 

' . • . .... l. • •• •• 

Movies are shown in the larger wards, daily on most ships. Music is broadcast 
over louda:peakers ._ . Se.J~tets, qua=rt~ts and ::.larger choral units are organized among 
the patients;" community s-cmgs: are conducted over. the . public address systems. 
Classical, popular and "hill:;bi·lly'~ p:ro·gr~ma . are :arranged;'. 

• : ~J ~ • • ; • • • I ' ' • 

A~imate:d cartoo_n, ,_a!to:r::ts .. and comedies are the most popular film fare; wa-r s_ub
jects are :generall~ , av;o*ded. 

. . ~ . 
Every ship contains a library, which is replenished after each trip. Comic 

books are most po.plllaJ;"_1 :hu-t . mysteri~s _also are widely read. Biography, history 
and fictioD; also are. in sorne demand. 

The ,·,~11:;_ - Wat~r Syn-dicate';·_ is tbe unofficial r..ame for the "chain" of hospital 
ship ·:pa:pe:rs:. : :E;ach ship :publishes a dai-ly news sheet, containing brief' news of the 
war and information of special interest to the patients. There is a more formal 
publication, which is generally issued once during the voyage. Part of the staff is 
made up of patients.· "Fore and Al'·t" is the name of the ship _publication of the 
ACADIA; ''News Buoy" is the :publication of the LARKSPUR. · 

In the evenings there are quiz programs, forums, a record hour, a.rr.ateur hour, 
~r radio sl9-ts. 

A large map of; the oc~~n-is:hung in the lobby of some of the ships and each dey 
the ship's master marks the progress of the voyage. 

On the SEMINOlE, the Red Cross worker has organized a "hill-billy" trio, .: 
which plays _in ~11 wards, "always in the key of C because the guitar player _ 
couldn't play . in any other." Because of the interest. in music stimulated b;y 
the Red Cross worker, this ship carries six .guitars, two mandolins, tvro violins, 
two saxophones, three pianos, two accordions, two trombones and other instruments. 
"They are a~ways being used," she reports. 

The Red Cross worker on the ·ST. MIHIEL developed a frame for holding and 
lining paper so that blind patient& may · Wl~ite their own letters home. 

Birthday _parties are traditional. - Every patient whoae birthday occurs during 
the voyage is honored with ice cream and cake and special entertainment is provided 
in his ward. 

(over) 
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On -'the eastbound ·· tr:&.:t~S- of. ·'hoepits-l ··ahi¢ f:r.oni Cr-iarle& c.ori ·the---medical -personne 1 
hears lectures on medicaL.subJects; · studies -:: ):<~;n:g-uag5s aao ;.has . . organi zed games~ The 
enlisted per..s.onne 1 a:t.tends d l&Sse-e · on ··.cat'e·: .of :;¢t·iients; ·in -'-the :wards; ni.ay ·at tend · 
orchestra. rehearsals; .. hears book reVie'li'S VOl' .'orgariiz.es ' <Jeb'lites -·and·--toUrriarilerite . 

.. ... •• # • • • :.;, -· _:··('\~-:~.-~ ~ - ·. '1·_ . . · ·:- -~ :· .. . _ .. 

IHE ARRIVAL -HOME 

.An: ·ar-rival party goes 'out:- irtt(;j · the·· harbdr- to -~meet ·each'.home -·comi~g 'hospi tal 
ship ·at Cht:irleat6n • .- Over :t he: public ·address .: s ystem,· the patients are greeted 
and briefed on security on behalf of the War Department and the comtiltiriding· ge.r.era.i 
of the Port of Embarkatibn. 

; c • • • -~' ~-- . ' · 

In about an hour the .ship h~o!s - -reachad · the ~ dock. Men --are crarling ·for a g l fmpse 
of American land from the port-holes . Ambula-t;ory patients are ·'ua·wnly- cr:dwd bg · 
on the decks. .. ' · : 

· .on the• a:pron··at the· ·port -three bal':i'!'ls ·:are set up; one ,·or,::them usutilly a. WAC 
band, to -plaY, popula:r .. :Amer -:tcan tunes;:.· ·· ·· .:· .. ~ ~-

. . , • f . 
. . :. ;'\. ~ 

Long rows of ambulances for the litter patients, metropolitan type am~ulances 
for any ··emergency ; cas'es, arul ·buses· for tha ambula nts, -are·-'ii'l' 'brderlY: arrangement 
on the dock. Two gang-planks go down, the evacuation officers take. ·their 'stat ions, 
the evacuaticn crews go on ship, and soon the first patients have touched lend~ 

About · 24 hours.. after .the · ship: had set sail, information had been rad ioed 
giving the number of patients by claos, the service sta.tus and· number of officers, 
enlisted men and women, and any special medical information needed. • All important 
inforini:ttion is relayed to the port·: by ra'dio-1-whether tiny bl-dod '·donors -' are- ·· nee ded' 
if any of the patients ·are morib:ood--firet 48 hours and : tben 24 -hours · prior:·to 
the arrival of the ·ship. . .. ·. . 

.~;. -

Before the.' ·Ship: ·aoGkS.:·. each evacuee -is- riiS.rked ·with a tag · to 
hospital ward to which be wilL go: · w.hite : ta:gs fo:r. ·· off·icers ·a:nd 
qurgical cases, blue for medica l ~nd green for neuropsychiatric ... 

indicate the 
women, ... re{l · ':for: 
cases. 

·--· ·, ·: 

In preparing for evacuation each ship is given separate considera:t i ori:' -Is : 
there a central stairway? Are the wards easy of acess? Such considerations tire 
necess~ry in determining the personne l -- required f"or the .l'apid evacuation of the.- . 
ship. ·· · · · · · 

Military p·olice, · litter bearers, ·· medicaFcorpsmer1a!t:.-the:: ooor8-''to ·-t :he ''· ··, 
ambulances and buses; .attendants, · are all iii place '·when ··th'e ship: docks.::: Ua·cally :· 
the ambulatory patients are removed first, officers preceding the :.enl1ste d-:men,· · 
an atten.detnt : bearing the luggage of each maiL · · · · · · ... · · ".--. ~.· · · ·. · 

. : _rL:~---: : · . . . · '! ' .:. • -:.. ; . ~- . ;!': . , . 

Trial and error has resulted in a plan that makes -it-poasible ·to: oebark -10 
a mbulatory patients per minute; five litters may be removed each minute . The 
CLEM, an·her arrival, althotJSh she had not come home be:f'ore, · was · unloaoea : ir. an · 
hour and five minutes; the ACADIA with nearly 800 pa:tients aboard was unload ed 
in two hours and ten minutes. On Cbris.tmas~ Day, when 1,400 patients arri'Jed on 
t\lo -s.htps, ··the :.evac.u(:ltioris -were completed before . noon ' in t~o - hout-s and a ·_half ·. 

. l. 

... -.. ··-

,. · . . . .. .. . 
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Litter bearers and 1 Lent-attendants file up one gru ?lank, go to t he proper 
wards , _pic.k up the~r ~ha,raos, and file · dmm the other: ,e.?-TJ.S,";~l,apk. In this way, 
the lit.~er bearers ~d __ materie.l do not i...>npede the · ev~wuat:to~ pr?~ress _.~ ·_Likewise, 
vehicles move up t,o· the _apron via one route, swing aroUl)d _Jq t lfe .:t:oot 9f -!;;he gang
planlr:: ,and load.. the ·wqunded. Then, t hey l eave by an altern~t.e fo,u:t.e:. "~'the.l.'e is .no 
tra{fid problem. · · · '"· ' · , . ~- - ~ ·'' ·· ·: 

. ~- -~h:t~tigh _this metl?-dd the tinie for evacuation has -~een .cui''witligd"t.~~~e~ . ~o t _he 
."'c~rr¢ort · <?.~ s~~~.Y. ·-~~ ~.~he' ·patie~tS , the Port Surgeon reports . · · ' ·:; ~·~ r· · · ·· · 
. : ; ' . . :. 'i. :· .. : -· \ ' .. t. ·:.· • 

·,;,:::;i-1:udlt b.t .1t1i'~r:g~~~·a~~~ rate ; ~' ~~aid t he evacuation officer, "has··-bei,ri':<iue ._:t_;,o · ~:~. 
con~::t:~nt 'y~gn#c;e '?n . ~~~ _jlart. of .the pore; personnel involved in the ey_a~u~t lon ·· 
t _o ·imprc;>.v~ ·I1let~Qd~~ : , · . . Mucl:J:)nore i.s ·aue to the soldiers who per for m th~:!.r inipo:r;tant 
duties a~ _bus ana; _ambulance drivers ' med.ical attendants' patient -attendants and ' 
litt·er bearers·. They are performing with gr~at s_kill ._and. _g~ntleness . H •. 

. . . As the ,ambulances a,nd . buses J;>Llll off the .apron t.h,ey s.top at the Red .Cross 
step.d, ·.:..here dci~[lpJt~, :milk' ancl"':tc~ cream .. are (,g:(y~-~ O.U~ t6 .t.he patients. For 
t he' 'A.,CADI.!\ :P~y-ierj:jjs .·ther e were l , qOO. doughtiu:ts, 8,09 ,'h.al.:f:~pirit~ .· of · Illilk ~d 67_,.gross 
carton"l cit .·iqe c,r,eml). . . ·· .TvzE;lrity ~6ne .. _Bed Cross ~.0:1U:n~~~~a :·y~re::9n dv.ty. _, · . ... ·. · . ·· .· 

} ," • - ·· • • • • • • , ,• • , ' , , I ' .. '·I ~ l ., ' • • ' • • ,{ " ' ' ' ', • '• •,_ --' • . • .o., ' • •• .• ' • ' ~ 

. ··rv{ ... P . ' s· ' lfu~·.- ·.;;h~ , highw.~y' t6···df1~~6'€ t;~fic - the - ~-isti..f:ik~ .~~ :h~it ;mifes ; t~ ; the 
Stark General liospit al, where the Army patients ere ta.Ken.' '.·. 

1
, _._ • ·'·' . .. ·· • ,._ 

One medical officer and from two to six attendants are assigned to each bus 
for ·t.he r ide t<i Stark; Jto per:dent=-i:ar · -the'o·apac:ity ··:.G:f:·t,h~·-bus ' is' -reserve'd .for t he 
per s.onal effects of the patients . The pat ient-8rld.hia :';E'uggage,: :meilid:il'1g '·th~ ...... 
"diddy" bas of comfort art icles given him by the Red Cr oss when he embarked over-
seas; ai:"e -ne __ ver sep~l?At'ed~· .-,_, ·.=1\ -~ .. ~~'i. :: .:: .t, •,_: ·.-~f ;; _;·· , : ·.:. ···-:: . ·:::,-;£; . 

:: .. --: f'l i:'~ · . , i •' ::·::f r).} •" ' ; ·.' · :-:::) ·.;::(:~· ··: ·,r,: ·· ·· } . ··.~ ;; ··~') ·o:-c.:- . :"· .. '• 
on.iJ;.· twice · so .f 'a:f' -iltii.s· it ~ooen ·. ·i.rllposs·ibie··to ·:evaGfiate ~:aii .'Army·.:pat:ien-ts -·to - · 

stark. on' october 9 ~eri=.Jt'Wo ···shipeF lirrived)''··the. 'h6s:thta}, ··wherei ~~pa:tii~nts · u:s·m:ll'iy · 
r emain not more than three days before being transferred to other hospit.ais through 
out the cotmtry, w~s ful,l. ~onsequen~ ly a long hospital 1;-~EI,i:rl: pulled_ qp <:m the 
apr ori at tlie ":port-'· ·:~cF·the ·~patients' ·were u.Til oB;<fed ~d:ftec~·l~:L·fro!l; the}:1hip' to the 
tr·ail.'l·: ,.,J:ifch("caF:tf'dd '.t:hem i ·o f,the f6itV'er ~ne:tal·Hospita:c · ·Augilst'~/ 'Ga ;'· ' Time :for··~· 
de'bar~mg·.:patrerlt's ··f.roil'i:·hos=pita:F :.slhpdto 'wafting '·hosjfi.tal ' 'ii-'a:i'ti:'y;a.S · found t'd 'b&. ·· 
virtually · t''fie :isame ~ ··as d}liifl1'··r~quir~d· tc '&e1:tar~ tih'em' ·-2o \.iaitilig'.' anfduiances. -~~ _ bu~_~s. 

. . ... 
Patients have never been evacuated directly from hospital ship to plane in 

G~a~];eato:p., .,,alitho~gh \~i:;t ·.pquld ·be reas~l:y done ; Pat.ierttsr ~.0.Clet:~e.a are .~ d:e:ba:rked 
frqm· ·_h,qsp;ttal:~AA:~n~, Jtaken ,·po Stark ~and' then -remc>ved to t.he. ·. Ghar.lest!on ·.<ATJ!lY : Air .'-: 
Base to hospital . pl anes, and on one occasion a convoy .of ":ambul'anGe.S ·.mov:ed .:260 pa~ 
tients from Stark to pl anes to make '1-lay for new hospital ship arrivals . Moreover, 
a system has beel].. ·'I!Q~k~d out for the evacuation of pati ents ~ a:irectn.y_ - .from ·the 
hospital ship by. bus and ambulance to the Air Base, a distan~e ·:of · 4. 2 miles, ·;where 
they cqul.d be taken aboard planes for t r ansport to distant · 'hO~J?.itaJ:·S .. . . :f · ·. 

During .late 1943 there were only two arrivals of . hospital sh:hps at · Charleston. 
Throughout most of 1944 the average was .one to two a week;: in October two arrived 
on a single day. On March 7, 1945, the ACADIA and the STAFFDRD both .arrived; 
bringing i n a total of 1, 458 patients~ There were two more_ arrivals ·that week . 

• [ a,j 

.• .. 
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"He can easily t . .; care of four arrivals a day, , . . far as the port facil'f'
ties are concerned," officers reported, "but the problem is the disposition of 
the patient." Stark can care for 3,;000patients at a time; .when rail lines are 
janmJ.ed or p-lanes are not ava:J_lable, evacuation from the hospital may "be ·dele.yed. . ,.. .. 

Various types of emergencies may develop. En route on the ACADIA recently, 
a private who had received a shrapnel wound in France developed a gangrenous in
fection, and transfusions were given. He failed, however, to respond, and doctors 
learned that his blood type had changed and he needed blood with an RH negative 
factor. A message was radio-phoned to the port two hours prior to the arrival 
of the ship. In less than 10 minutes a sergeant, the only man at the port lvith 
the type of blood needed, was detached from his duties in evacuating another 
hospital ship, and was on a Coast Guard· cutter hurrying toward the ACADIA. In . . · · · 
half an hour the. life-saving transfusion was given. 

Telephone connections are the first installation in a hospital ship after it 
is tied up at the Charleston Port of Embarkation after the gang-plank is put in 
place. In emergencies, therefore, a doctor or a Red Cross worker is able to 
telephone to Stark, and R.ed Cross workers at Stark can contact the soldier's 
family. In this · instance, the family was notified, and a few hours later were 
on their vTay to Charleston. 

SAFE CONDUCT FOR HOSPITAL SHIPS 

The United States strictly observes the provisions of the Hague Convention 
in the operation of hospital ships. 

As a signatory to the treaty of the 1907 Hague Convention, which adapted the 
provisions of an earlier Geneva Convention to hospital ships, the United States, 
in its use of hospital ships, must afford relief and assisttmce to the lmunded;
sick and .shipwrecked of all belligerents without distinction as to their 
nationality. 

Hany Germans, Italians and a very few Japanese have been treated or trans- · 
ported on Pmerican hospital ships. It is possible, under the terms of the Hacue 
Convention, for American hospital ships to be taken over by the eriemy when it is 
nnperative that they move their own wounded. This, however, has not cccurred 
in this . war. 

Hospital ships may not be used for any military purpose, but they must in no 
uise hamper the movements of combatants. During and after an engagement · they act 
at their own risk and peril. 

The enemy has the right at any time to stop a hospital ship, to control its 
movement or to search it; the ship may be detained if important circumstances 
make this necessary. Nothing like this, however, has occurred in this war. 

The ships are easily· recognizable. They must be distinguished by beinu 
painted white outside, with a green band one and a half metres wide, and vrith 
red crosses painted on the sides and stacks. A Red Cross flag as well as the 
national flag · flies frcm the s·hip. ·The ncrf.e of the abip also ·must be · 
plainly visible. The lifeboats similarly are painted white and are adorned lTith 
the red cross and the green band emblems of the Hague c·onvention. 

(more) 
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' . The ener.y must 1t. ' notified wh~n a new hospital sh:...p is put into s ervice, and cables g through Switzerland to the enemy prior to every sailing. 

The sh: _.s are brightly 11ght€~d ·at night. Several have been sighted by submarin s during the course Of the vTar, but no harm has come to any .American at ip as a result of submtu-ine action. 

The ctaplains aPA medical per·eonnel are regarded as protected, noncombatant :personnel. They must ce.rry Red' Cross identification papers. They may be det:~.ined by the enemy, but mA.y not be regarded as prisoners of vTar. If they are detained by the enemy and then repatriated, they may not acain 
perfo~ war service. 

Only a supply of small arms n~cessary to prevent mutiny is allowed on hospital ships. Consequently, the . only "protection" afforded them is that lThich is guaranteed by all the sigl:J.atoriee to the Hague Convention plus any decency of belligere1~s e Germany hnd Japan h~ve signed tae coiwention traaty and ~ave ratified it. ReceJn.tly-3 hC:rt.Tever, the COMFORT was hit, when a J a]?anes9 plane made what obviou.fl lY, was an overt attack upon an American hospite.l ship. 

~ 
'. 1 

.j 

END OF ADVANCE RELEASE: For MONDAY AFTERNOON Papers, May 28, 1945. 
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